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The gastro-oesophageal junction (including the proximal cardia region of the stomach) is an anatomical site with a remarkably high and rapidly rising incidence of adenocarcinoma.1 Understanding the aetiology of cancer at this site and its relationship to adenocarcinoma of the oesophagus and of the stomach poses a challenge to surgeons, gastroenterologists and pathologists. Determining the origin of these cancers is of more than academic interest as their surgical management depends upon whether they are derived from the oesophagus or the stomach.2–4
In 1996, Siewert et al proposed a classification of gastro-oesophageal junction adenocarcinomas based upon their location relative to the gastro-oesophageal junction identified by the proximal margin of the gastric folds.4 5 Gastro-oesophageal junction cancers were considered to be those whose centre lay between 5 cm proximal to and 5 cm distal to the gastro-oesophageal junction. Siewert et al subdivided these gastro-oesophageal junction cancers into type I if the tumour centre lay 1–5 cm proximal to the gastro-oesophageal junction, type II if between 1 cm proximal and 1 cm distal to the junction and type III if 1–5 cm distal to the junction. This classification has been internationally recognised and is used by surgeons to plan management of the tumour.2 3
Siewert type 1 adenocarinomas have epidemiological and histological characteristics similar to oesophageal adenocarcinomas, including a marked male predominance, an association with a history of reflux symptoms and predominance of intestinal type Lauren histology.2 5 In contrast, Siewert type III adenocarcinomas resemble distal (non-cardia) gastric cancers with less marked male dominance, a similar proportion of intestinal and diffuse histological types and no association with reflux.5 Type I junctional adenocarcinomas are therefore considered to be oesophageal cancers which happen to be located in the distal oesophagus and type III junctional cancers to be gastric cancers which happen to be in the … 


View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	Competing interests None.

	Provenance and peer review Commissioned; not externally peer reviewed.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via BSG  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via BSG  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: British Society of Gastroenterology]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Visual Abstracts
	Most read articles
	Top cited articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article paper
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog
	 Soundcloud
	 YouTube

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1468-3288Print ISSN: 0017-5749

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & British Society of Gastroenterology. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


